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The taxidriver received an answer, from Dr Edwin G. Nourse,
chairman of the President's Council of Economic Advisers:

Dear Mr Roll,

President Truman has asked me to reply to your letter of July 26.
The first, tiling I want to say is that the President and all his chief
advisers are acutely aware of the difficulties which are being faced by
many American citizens in these times. Letters like yours prevent them
from forgetting it, but they would not want to forget it if they could.
They regard it as their first duty to do what they can to make this a
good country to live in.

At the present time, there is one good thing and that is that practically
everyone has a job.*

The backwash of the war has however had some unfortunate effects
and I do not need to tell you that one of the worst of these is the
great rise in prices. It hits people very hard whose incomes have not
kept pace. It is the policy of this Administration to do whatever lies
within its power to see that prices and incomes get into a new balance
which will remove the inequities which have developed in the postwar
situation. The Government is committed by the Employment Act of
1946 'to use all practicable means ... to promote maximum employ-
ment, production, and purchasing power'.

The Government expects to do what it can to create prosperity and
equitable opportunities to citizens.

But the well-being of American citizens is built mainly on their own
enterprise, initiative, and integrity. It will take some time to work our
way out of shortages, the high prices, and the general maladjustments
left in the wake of war. To the rest of the world we already look very
fortunate. At home, wre see our troubles, and they are very real.

Still I think you will agree that in these times Americans must
preserve their courage and faith. That is what they have always done,
and they certainly have never sat down and waited for some one to
look after them. My own office has no other duty than to attempt to
make the economic system serve more adequately the needs of the
American people. Let me repeat, in conclusion, that we go about this
difficult assignment day by day with the acutest sense of the daily
problems of people like yourself.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Nourse,
Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers

*At that time (September, 1947), according to the U.S. Department of
Labor, there were: 1,912,000 unemployed; 6,542,000 part-time workers; among